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       President’s Report May and June 2014

• The bimonthly MPHOA board meeting was held 
at the home of Vice President Mary Davis on 
Tuesday, May 13, 2014. Richard Crawford was 
the only board member not in attendance due to 
illness. John Finelli attended the meeting as a 
guest. Main topics of discussion were contractor 
parking, trailers and guests parking in the 
common area. Publishing of minutes and 
committee reports on the website along with 
marina curtains and a channel maintenance fund 
to be established in the budget for 2015. All 
committee reports were presented and the July 
meeting will be held at the home of Bobbie 
Overton on July 8, 2014.

• The yard sale was held outside of Martin’s Point 
this year on a Sunday morning behind Sun 
Realty. It was announced in the Coastland Times 
but 35 vehicles showed up at the gate house on 
Saturday morning because they failed to read the 
article correctly. Further discussion will be held 
on the venue of the yard sale for 2015 by the 
board at a future date.

• I replaced a burned out spotlight at the gatehouse. 
I also have been tending to the geraniums that we 
planted in the planter in front of the gatehouse. 
They have had to be manually watered, weeded 
and deadheaded on a weekly basis.

• John Finelli and I did a ride around to check 
certain issues in the community. First we 
examined the entrance gates as to why the nylon 
nuts are constantly loosening causing the gate 
attendants to contact us as to why they start to 
wobble on a regular basis. We decided that the 
nuts need to be checked at least 3 times per week 
for the possibility of them vibrating loose. I 

suggest that we put it on the agenda for the next 
MPHOA board meeting in July as to where we 
proceed with this constant problem in the 
future?   Finally, John and I checked out issues 
that need to be tended to at the marina and 
reported back to Ms. Sanders.

• The gatehouse attendants were given handouts 
to pass out to the residents as they enter 
concerning the recycling issues that we are 
having with the service. The major problems 
have been the failure of residents to break down 
cardboard boxes and placing Styrofoam into the 
dumpsters that is a material that can’t be 
recycled. The 3 dumpsters that are being used 
for recycling are full by Sunday and the pickup 
day is not till Tuesday. We are very pleased 
that residents are recycling but the rules on 
what should and how materials are placed in 
the dumpsters MUST BE FOLLOWED!!!!!!

• I was able to obtain, at no cost to us, 7 red cedar 
saplings from the Dare County Master 
gardeners. Sam Cortez and I have planted them 
behind the pampas grass at the corner of 
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Martin’s Point Road and Creek Road.

• We are setting up an account with Ace 
Hardware, in Kitty Hawk, for the purpose of 
Amber Tomlin, our postal carrier, to have 
keys for the mail house cut and the bill for 
the service sent to Ms. Sanders at Village 
Realty.

• I ordered and picked up 4 new Martin’s 
Point flags at Islander Flags. I used one of 
them at the front entrance to replace the 
tattered and torn one there.

• A tree came down on a Thursday night, in 
the post office area, and I reported it to the 
evening telephone number at Village Realty 
immediately. Myers Fuller, Village Realty, 
received the message first thing the next 
morning and contacted ATX and the tree 
was taken care of by 11:00 A.M. the next 
day.

• A meeting was held with the MPHOA board 
of directors with Emily Lewis, Village 
Realty, concerning the reorganization of the 
management department and the loss of 
Leslie Sanders as our representative. Myers 
Fuller will soon take over Leslie’s role and 
many board members had questions to ask 
to Emily concerning the changes to be 
made.

• The annual picnic at the marina was held 
and an excellent job was done by Sandy 
Byberg, hospitality chairman, to plan and 
organize the event. There was a sign-in 
table that was covered by other MPHOA 
board members and a count of about 150 
residents attended. The Southern Shores 

Volunteer Fire Department was invited and they 
brought some equipment with them that the 
younger children enjoyed seeing.

Road Update—The sheriff has placed a 
speed limit sign in Martin’s Point that 
they can move around from street to 
street. It displays a white dot when 
cars go over the 30 mph speed limit. It 
does not take pictures but alerts 
drivers of their speed. It runs on a 
battery that the sheriff recharges and 
then moves to different locations. 
They are also increasing patrols in MP 
to enforce speed restrictions and will 
ticket residents! You may have seen 
the sign on MP Road so far.

   Submitted by Bill Myatt (OBX880@aol.com)

Committee Reports

Hospitality Committee

The Annual MPHA Picnic was held on Saturday, 
June 21, 2014 from 5:00 to 8:00 PM at the Marina 
Pavilion and approximately 150 people attended. 
The food was catered by Ann’s Catering and Winks 
in Kitty Hawk.  Younger residents were able to 
experience a moon bounce and the talents of Magic 
Mike. There was also a water balloon toss set up by 
Peggy Koenig. Special thanks to her for 
volunteering. One of the most popular attractions 
made a return trip to the picnic, the Southern Shore 
firefighters and their fire truck. The food was great. 
Hot dogs, hamburgers, buns, French fries and curly 
fries, baked beans, whipped cream cake, brownies 
and tea and water. The cakes, brownies, cookies, 
pies, etc. provided by our neighbors were delicious.



Martin’s Point Homeowners Association
Newsletter                      

July 2014

3 of 10

Landscape Committee

Projects have slowed down to a standstill for the 
Landscape Committee this time of year.  We have 
used up our allotted budget for the year to set the 
plan into action and now look forward to 
continuing expansion of improvements at the entry 
for next year.  The Landscape Committee has 
submitted a proposal to the Strategic Plan 
Committee for continuation and eventual 
completion of the landscape plan over the next four 
years.  These plans will once again be presented 
during the annual meeting timeframe this fall to be 
approved by the membership. 
 
The trees at the entry hillside have been trimmed 
back to allow the light to shine through for healthy 
plant growth.  The drip system has been doing its 
job wonderfully as the new plantings are thriving.  
Replacement bushes have been added to the Post 
Office/dumpster area as a part of the ongoing 
maintenance of Martin's Point.  As you drive, walk, 
run, or bike through the community, it is evident 
that we are definitely on the mend from the damage 
from the hurricanes and bitter winter of the recent 
past.  Thanks to all of the residents of Martin's 
Point who take the effort of keeping their property 
looking beautiful.  
Submitted by Bobbie Overton, Landscape 
Chairperson (rjsantelik@aol.com) 

Strategic Planning Advisory Committee, July 
Update

You may be wondering what happened with the 
results of the survey that you took last summer, or 
what became of the ideas that were generated by 
the focus groups conducted with dozens of Martin’s 
Point property owners.  Well, a very hard working 
committee was formed to take the survey results 
and research the feasibility of implementing them.  

After analyzing the survey's results, we took the 
capital improvements and “no cost” changes rated 
as desirable by greater than fifty percent of the 
membership and gave the list to a volunteer 
Advisory Board consisting of nine residents.  They 
were divided amongst the Advisory Board whose 
task it is to research each of the items and create a 
report or plan recommending how to proceed.  
Currently, a number of these plans have been 
completed.  Others are in the process of 
completion.  Once all of the plans are complete, we 
will be able to create a Strategic Plan to present to 
the Board and to the community.  The purpose of 
the document will be to establish a plan of action 
so that over the next five years highly desired 
improvements can be set into motion.  

Not all desired improvements will prove to be 
feasible.  Part of the job of the Advisory Committee 
is to recommend, based upon their research, what 
the MPHOA Board should proceed with and what 
is not advisable to proceed with.  

Prior to the Annual Meeting in the fall, there will 
be an opportunity for residents to see the results of 
the research done by the Strategic Plan Advisory 
Board and to ask questions.  Of course, any capital 
improvements planned must be budgeted and voted 
on by the membership. 

Thanks to all the board members and spouses who 
helped with the set-up, sign-in and clean up. 
These workers consisted of Mary and Mike 
Davis, Bill and Donna Myatt, Karen and George 
Lurie, my husband (Paul Byberg), a n d  Paul and 
Tom Franchi .  Special thanks to Leslie and 
Myersfor making all the arrangements for the 
food, etc.  A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL.
Submitted by Sandy  Byberg,(sbyberg@msn.com)
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If you have any questions regarding this project, 
please feel free to contact either Greg McMahon or 
Bobbie Overton.  They are the two Board members 
who are liaisons for the Five Year Strategic Plan 
Advisory Board and Co- Chairs of Strategic 
Planning.  

Submitted by Bobbie Overton (rjsantelik@aol.com) 
and Greg McMahon (greg.mcmahon@ymail.com), 
Strategic Planning Advisory Committee 

Yacht Club Cruise

A flotilla of Martins Point kayakers recently made a 
sunset trip through Southern Shores canal.  Kayaker 
photographs and some of the sights that they 
captured are amassed in the collage below.  More 
information about kayaking activities is available 
from Bobbie Overton, who is the source of the 
photographs.
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Board Member Guidance

Martin’s Point Trash Update and Guidelines

We are pleased to report that the vast majority of 
Martin’s Point residents follow the rules when it comes 
to depositing their trash completely inside the 
dumpsters and not dumping the types of material that 
are prohibited by Dare County. Unfortunately, some 
residents continue to ignore these rules at the expense 
of all residents.  Despite numerous pleas from our 
Association Manager, we continue to find wood pallets, 
spa covers, furniture, mattresses and a wide range of 
other materials that are sticking out of, or lying next to, 
the trash dumpsters. These materials (and others listed 
below) are not collected by Dare County through the 
normal Martin’s Point pickup service. Instead, Martin’s 
Point residents (through the HOA) are forced to pay for 
extra disposal fees to have these unauthorized items 
removed and disposed of properly. 

Once again we are asking all residents to please follow 
these guidelines as they relate to trash disposal in 
Martin’s Point:
• Do NOT place trash on the ground or any place 

other than completely inside the garbage dumpsters. 
(If it doesn’t fit completely inside the dumpster, it 
doesn’t belong in the dumpster!) The Dare County 
garbage trucks are designed to only pick up garbage 
dumpsters and can’t pick up dumpsters that have 
large items protruding from them.

• Gasoline, motor/hydraulic oil, anti-freeze, car 
batteries, vegetable oil, appliances, scrap metal, 
electronics, pallets, propane tanks, tires and white 
goods (i.e. appliances) must be disposed of at the 
Kitty Hawk Recycling Center.  It is located at 4190 
Bob Perry Rd, adjacent to the Dare County Boat 
Ramp.  The Center operates from 8:00 a.m. until 
3:00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 
and is open on Saturday from 8:00 a.m. until noon. 
(Phone: 261-1367)

• Furniture and white goods can also be disposed 
of during the Large Item Pickup, which is held two 
times a year. Dates and times for this service are 
placed in the Coastland Times and posted on the 
Dare County website home page.

• Building/construction material, white goods 
(major appliances), metals, home furnishings, auto 
tires, paint, mattresses, box springs, and any 
commercial debris including lumber, styrofoam or 

hot tubs, and hot tub covers must be taken to the 
Dare County Transfer Station located at 1603 Cub 
Road, Manns Harbor. (Phone: 473-2059)

• Please do your part by discarding only 
authorized materials in the Martin’s Point 
dumpsters and by not placing them on the ground 
near the dumpsters.   Also, (anonymously) report 
unauthorized dumping (including the vehicle 
license #) to 480-4713. Our property manager will 
contact the guilty party and request that they 
remove the unauthorized material. By working 
together we can reduce our disposal fees and 
improve the environment.

 
Greg McMahon, MPHOA Board
 
Martin’s Point Recycling Update and Guidelines
 
Dear residents, more than 80 percent of our 
community expressed a desire for recycling in Martin's 
Point in last year's survey.  The Board heard you and 
responded to this request.  A conservative budget was 
established to begin this program.  The response over 
the past six months to this program has been 
overwhelming....literally.  We grew from one 
designated dumpster to three.  I am sure you are all 
aware that due to the large numbers participating in 
this program, we need a fourth designated dumpster.  It 
is very important, though, to keep in mind that we pay 
for this service for each dumpster out of our set 
budget.  Like your household budget, we too have 
limitations.  You can help us immensely by following 
these two guidelines, which will create space in the 
bins.
• Don't put styrofoam or styrofoam packaging 

into the recycle containers.  Even though it shows 
the recycle symbol, none of the recycle facilities in 
this area including the vendor we use has a way to 
dispose of styrofoam.  

• Flatten cardboard boxes.  It takes less than a 
minute to do this and creates an enormous amount 
of extra space in the bins.  

With your cooperation, Martin's Point will not only be 
able to participate in a valuable program but keep 
within our budget as well.  A special thank you to those 
who are participating and have done a fine job of 
following the guidelines.  We recognize your efforts 
and do appreciate them.  
 
Bobbie Overton, MPHOA Board



Martin’s Point Homeowners Association
Newsletter                      

July 2014

6 of 10

Community Corner

North Carolina Cooperative Extension Service 

While researching informaiton about activities on 
the Outer Banks I keep running across cooperative 
extension services and—as one brought up in New 
York City—I wondered what they were and how 
they came about. 

The Dare County Cooperative 
Extension Service, for example, 
headlines on its website “Providing 
Solutions for another Century: 
Extension Strategic Vision & 

Planning Initiative 2013-2014.”  The article goes 
on to say that the Initiative “… will take place over 
the coming months. This process will support and 
sustain Our Vision and promise to the citizens of 
North Carolina.”  2014 seems to be a special year 
because numerous extension-service organizations 
are hosting 100-year celebrations.   It seems the 
Extension Service community at also is taking a 
fresh look at its activities and services, and is 
recasting them for the next 100 years. From a 
practical point of view, the websites offers 
information on agriculture, which I expected, but 
also on community activities, forest resources, 
health and nutrition, home and family, lawn and 
garden, and air, water, and soil conservation.  The 
topics under these heading include information 
about becoming a Master Gardner, therapeutic 
horticulture, summer camps for school-age 
children, Outer Banks bee activity, 
vermicomposting (composting with worms), urban 
landscaping for wildlife with native plants, soil 
testing and more.

The National Cooperative Extension Service 

system began in the 1860s as reflection of 
Congress’ concern for educating ordinary citizens 
in agricultural and mechanical practices.  The 
Land-Grant University system grew out of this 

early Congressional 
initiative and during 
the 1880s Congress 
directed that Land 

Grant universities also undertake research to 
complement the educational roles they were 
assigned initially. This is reflected today in the two 
NC Land Grant Universities, NC State  in Raleigh 
and NC A&T State in Greensboro. The Smith-
Lever Act of 1914 was intended to expand service 
to communities via a Federal-State cooperative 
system among local, State, and Federal institutions.  
The Act set in place the current basis for the North 
Carolina Agricultural Extension Service, which 
characterizes citizens, businesses and communities 
in all NC counties and the Eastern Band of the 
Cherokee Nation as its clients.  

Cooperation across state lines and with Federal 
agencies is facilitated by national professional 
organizational such as  (a) the Association of 
Public and Land-Grant Universities, and (b) 
National Association of County Agricultural 
Agents.  

The historical and institutional information in the 
discussion above was largely gotten from the two 
web sites, (http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/history/  and 
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/  
 Information about services available at the Dare 
County level can be found at   http://
dare.ces.ncsu.edu/  Finally, the research above 
revealed that Cornell University maintains 
extension offices in Manhattan, Brooklyn (2) and 
Queens Counties in New Yoork City, of all places.

http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/our-vision/
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/history/
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/history.html
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National Aviation Day

If you are an aviation buff or just looking for 
something enjoyable to do, set aside Tuesday 

August 19th as the day to visit the Wright Brothers 
National Memorial here in Kitty Hawk for the 
celebration of National Aviation Day.  The 
celebration is a birthday party as well because 
Orville Wright, the first man ever to fly in 
controlled flight, was born on August 19, 1871 in 
Dayton, Ohio.  Of course Orville and his older 
brother Wilbur put Kitty Hawk on the map by 
initiating that first controlled flight on December 
17, 1903.  The Memorial will be 
open from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
and--to celebrate the day--
admission will be at free. 

The First Flight Society (http://www.firstflight.org/) 
is assisting the National Park Service (http://
www.nps.gov/wrbr/index.htm) plan National 
Aviation Day activities and exhibits, including

Former Astronaut Dr. Don Thomas who will speak 
about "The Day a Woodpecker Attacked the Space 
Shuttle." Dr. Thomas and his wife Simone will also 
have experiments for the youth.  Dr. Thomas will 
do a book signing at the Hilton Garden Inn the 
evening before or the evening of August 19th.

The Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) 
Young Eagles will fly 111 youth at the First Flight 
Airport - first come, first served.  Tickets will be 
available at the Pilot Facility at Wright Brothers 
National Memorial.

Radio Active Airshows, which is a nationwide 
organization that promotes model airplanes to the 
public, will have a static display of their model 

airplanes and a 20-minute airshow.

Displays of General Aviation Aircraft. 

Glenn Eure, local artist, gallery owner, and former 
paratrooper will be available with his former-
military friends to discuss the aviation roles of the 
military services

The 2013 Annual Art Contest Winners Artwork will 
be on display

Junior Flight Ranger Program for the kids

Park Rangers lectures on how the Wright Brothers 
figured out how to control an airplane in flight. 

Constructing and flying kites and paper airplanes, 
for kids of all ages

This is a great celebration for all--old and young--
who are fascinated by flying machines.

Meteor	  Crater	  in	  the	  Backyard

Many	  of	  us	  have	  driven	  over	  an	  enormous,	  
nearby	  meteor-‐impact	  crater—more	  or	  less	  in	  
our	  own	  backyard—
without	  being	  aware	  of	  it.	  	  
The	  center	  of	  the	  impact	  
crater	  lies	  beneath	  Cape	  
Charles,	  Virginia,	  near	  the	  
north	  terminus	  of	  the	  
Chesapeake	  Bay	  Bridge-‐
Tunnel.	  	  The	  crater	  was	  
caused	  by	  a	  meteor	  that	  slammed	  into	  the	  earth	  
35	  millions	  years	  ago	  during	  a	  time	  known	  to	  
geologists	  as	  the	  Eocene	  Epoch.	  	  The	  crater	  now	  
is	  buried	  under	  as	  many	  as	  1,600	  feet	  of	  
accumulated	  sediments	  and	  the	  water	  of	  
Chesapeake	  Bay,	  and	  for	  all	  practical	  purposes	  is	  
invisible	  as	  a	  surface-‐of-‐the-‐Earth	  feature.

The	  Girst	  bit	  of	  data	  about	  such	  an	  impact	  crater	  
in	  the	  Mid-‐Atlantic	  area	  was	  observed	  by	  US	  
Geological	  Survey	  (USGS)	  scientists	  in	  the	  1980s,	  

http://www.firstflight.org/
http://www.nps.gov/wrbr/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/wrbr/index.htm
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who	  found	  zones	  of	  tiny	  glassy	  beads	  in	  
sediment	  cores	  taken	  off	  the	  coast.	  	  Such	  beads	  
are	  usually	  found	  around	  impact	  craters,	  which	  
was	  the	  impetus	  for	  the	  USGS	  to	  take	  a	  closer	  
look.	  	  Fortunately	  oil-‐and-‐gas	  companies	  had	  
been	  probing	  the	  underlying	  Chesapeake	  Bay	  
sediments	  for	  years	  looking	  for	  new	  sources	  of	  
energy	  
and—
when	  
their	  
data	  
were	  
examin
ed	  for	  signs	  of	  an	  impact	  crater—there	  it	  was.	  	  
The	  general	  size—53	  miles	  in	  diameter—and	  
location	  of	  the	  crater	  were	  determined	  and	  
drilling	  beneath	  Cape	  Charles	  in	  2005	  and	  2006	  
further	  characterized	  the	  crater’s	  size	  and	  
locaion.	  	  Though	  not	  as	  large	  as	  the	  Chicxulub 
Crater on the Yucatan Peninsula that is associated 
with the demise of the dinosaurs 65 million years 
ago, the Chesapeake Bay Crater is ranked as the 
tenth largest known Earth crater.

The	  meteor,	  also	  known	  as	  a	  Bolide	  by	  scientists,	  
had	  been	  wandering	  around	  the	  universe	  for	  
billions	  of	  years	  when	  it	  crossed	  paths	  with	  the	  

Earth	  and	  
impacted	  an	  
area	  that	  at	  the	  
time	  was	  
covered	  by	  
Atlantic	  Ocean	  
water.	  	  During	  
that	  time	  of	  the	  
Eocene	  Epoch	  
ocean	  water	  

levels	  are	  believed	  to	  have	  been	  more	  than	  150	  
feet	  higher	  than	  they	  are	  today	  and—as	  shown	  
on	  the	  map	  —Norfolk.	  Richmond,	  the	  District	  of	  
Columbia,	  Baltimore,	  Philadelphia,	  Cape	  Cod,	  

and	  Outer	  Banks	  communities	  were	  well	  under	  
water.	  	  Scientist	  believe	  that	  the	  impact	  caused	  
tsunamis	  to	  rapidly	  carry	  some	  of	  the	  rock’s	  
destructive	  energy	  to	  the	  Appalachian	  
Mountains	  and	  shorelines	  across	  the	  Atlantic	  
Ocean.	  	  Estimates	  of	  the	  meteor's	  diameter	  and	  
speed	  upon	  impact	  range	  up	  to	  2.5	  miles	  and	  
70,000	  miles	  an	  hour,	  respectively.

On	  a	  more	  close-‐and-‐personal	  note,	  in	  more	  
recent	  times	  most	  of	  us	  remember	  the	  video	  
clips	  of	  the	  passage	  and	  aftermath	  of	  a meteor 
that	  exploded	  	  in	  the	  atmosphere	  above	  
Chelyabinsk Russia on February 15, 2013. It is 
estimated that it was less than 100 feet in diameter.  
Less well known but far more devastating was the 
explosion of some sort of extra-terrestiral object 
over the Tunguska River Basin in remotest Siberia, 
also in Russia, on June 30, 1908 at just after 7:00 
AM.  

Known to 
planetary 
scientists as the 
Tunguska Event  
the explosion 
was in such a 
remote part of 
Siberia that it 
was years 
before Soviet scientists could penetrate the site to 
collect data and theorize about what had happened.  
Though the shock was highly destructive as many 
as 40 miles away, the first scientific expedition to 
reach  the area was in 1927, nearly 20 years after 
the event.  What was visible even decades later was 
the destruction of a forested area of more than 800 
square miles, in which as many as 80 million trees 
were found to have been blown to the ground.  
Planetary scientists still visit Tunguska, but there is 
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no consensus what the object was when exploded a 
few miles above the land surface that Spring 
morning more than a 100 years ago.  Some 
speculate that the explosion released energy 
equivalent to 1,000 bombs of the strength used 
over Hiroshima in 1945.  All scientists seem to 
agree that it is the largest object to reach the 
Earth’s atmosphere in recorded human history. 

Finally, NASA maintains a Near-Earth Object 
(NEO) Program that looks for and maintains 
surveillance of more than 11,000 NEOs that pose a 
potential risk to the Earth.   NASA publishes 
monthly tables at http://neo.jpl.nasa.gov/ca/  that 
identify NEOs that will pass within several tens of 
million miles of the Earth.

More information on the Tunguska Event and 
Chesapeake Bay Crater can be found at:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tunguska_event and   
http://science.nasa.gov/science-news/science-at-
nasa/2008/30jun_tunguska/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/fs49-‐98/
http://www.usgs.gov/features/bolide.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/
2001/11/1113_chesapeakcrater.html
http://geology.er.usgs.gov/eespteam/crater/

Turtles,	  Where	  Do	  They	  Go?

We all understand the economic and social benefits 
of our access to the 
Atlantic-Ocean from 
Outer Banks beaches, 
but many residents 
and visitors are 
unaware of the 
importance of the 
beaches for sustaining 

wildlife.  One case in point is their importance for 
sea-turtle protection and reproduction.  

During the reproductive season there are however 
dedicated volunteers that patrol our beaches 
looking for signs of turtle crawls, which are 
evidence that female turtles have visited during the 
night to lay and 
bury their eggs.  
These 
volunteers are 
organized by 
NEST, the 
Network for 
Endangered Sea 
Turtles, which is 
a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization under the 
Internal Revenue Code.  It is a non-profit and 
volunteer organization focused on virtually all 
facets of sea turtle habitat, reproduction, and 
migration in the Outer Banks, from the Virginia 
border to Oregon Inlet.   It was established in 1995 
and is North Carolina State-permitted that 
authorizes these turtle-welfare related activities on 
the Outer Banks.  Besides beach patrol duties, 
volunteers also are involved in turtle rehabilitation, 
turtle strandings, and “babysitting” confirmed turtle 
nests until the eggs hatch and the turtles 
instinctively make their way to the ocean.

Recently a Sea Turtle Assistance and Rehabilitation 
Center (STAR) was opened at the North Carolina 
Aquarium on Roanoke Island (NCARI).   The 
Aquarium is a NEST partner and will be manned 
by volunteers and staff who will tend to the medical 
needs of injured and ill sea turtles. The intent is for 
NEST and NCARI to expose visitors to hands-on, 
sea-turtle experiences and foster a better 
understanding of the Outer Banks role in protecting 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tunguska_event
http://science.nasa.go
http://science.nasa.go
http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/fs49-98/
http://www.usgs.gov/features/bolide.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2001/11/1113_chesapeakcrater.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2001/11/1113_chesapeakcrater.html
http://geology.er.usgs.gov/eespteam/crater/
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the ocean’s ecosystem.   If you want to volunteer 
or need more information, please visit http://
www.nestonline.org/rehab/ and  http://
www.ncaquariums.com/

Turtle reproduction habitats have been well known 
for years on the Outer Banks and elsewhere, but 
only in recent years have marine biologists gained 
insight into the so-called sea-turtle lost years, the 
period from when the tiny hatchlings disappear 
into the surf to when some of them reappear years
—or even a decade—later, mature and ready to lay 
their own eggs.  

One of the biologists researching the lost years is 
Kate Mansfield, Assistant Professor of Biology, 
University of Central Florida, Orlando, Florida.  
She and her fellow researchers literally glue very 
tiny solar panels, GPS receivers, and earth-satellite 
transmitters on the backs of loggerhead turtle 
hatchlings, then release them into the surf in 
southeaster Florida.  Thereafter, whenever the 
hatchlings are at the surface in the day time the 
solar panels provide power to the GPS receivers 
and satellite transmitters that randomly telemeter 
messages the identify the hatchlings position to 
ARGOS satellites.  ARGOS is a French space 
agency system used for oceanic search-and-rescue 
and scientific research that rides on US polar-
orbiting satellites.  Dr. Mansfield and other system 
users then access their data from French and US 
receiving stations.  In a recent paper at http://
rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/
281/1781/20133039.full#F1 she and her coauthors 
report that they have tracked loggerheads for as 
long as 220 days and over distances of more than 
2,500 miles before the turtle-borne monitoring 
systems failed.  
This and other scientific research holds promise to 

help us better understand the turtles’ lost years and 
the importance of safeguarding our beaches for 
their survival and our enjoyment.

Community Corner was prepared by Richard W. 
Paulson (richard.w.paulson@earthlink.net)
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